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WORSHIP AND ACTION 
 
Sunday 10.30 am Morning Worship and Junior Church.  
  Holy Communion is celebrated during Worship on 

the 4th Sunday 
 

Coffee and tea will be served after Morning Worship 
Please stay to talk with each other in an informal atmosphere. 

 
 
Tuesdays at 11.30 am Is a special Time of Prayer together for: the 
Fellowship, those with special needs, our neighbours, and our worldwide 
Christian Family.  All are welcome to join with us. 
 
Church Meetings are held on alternate months.  It is the decision of the 
Church Meeting that they shall be held after Sunday Morning Worship 
during the winter but revert to Thursdays at 7.30pm in the summer.  This 
may change so the actual dates and times will be published in this 
magazine and announced in Church. 

 
What’s on in the week 

 
Tues  10.00 am THE HUB 
  Starting with Tea and Coffee in the Foyer  
 11.30 am  Followed by Prayer Meeting 
   with fellowship and activities 
   on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays or as announced.  
 
Wed 9.15am – 11.15am    The Cornerstone Toddlers  
  during Term Time. 
 
Thurs 6.00 pm Beaver Scouts and Cub Scouts 
 7.45 - 9.15pm Scouts 
Thurs 7.30 pm Elders’ Meeting (1st Thursday) 
 
We do offer Christian Marriage, Baptisms and Funerals so please talk to 
the Secretary or any Elder if you feel that we can help.  
 

Little Turtles Pre-School meets on Monday to Friday from 9.00 am 
during term time.  Please contact the Church Secretary for details.   
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Letter to the Fellowship 

Advent, Christmas and New Beginnings: 

As the calendar turns toward December, 

the season of Advent quietly enters, 

bringing with it a profound sense of 

anticipation, reflection, and renewal. 

Derived from the Latin word adventus, 

meaning "coming" or "arrival," Advent marks the beginning of the 

liturgical year in the Christian tradition. It is a time to prepare for the 

celebration of Christmas and to reflect on the deeper meanings of 

hope, faith, and new beginnings. 

Advent, spanning the four weeks before Christmas, is more than just 

a countdown to December 25th. It is a time to pause amidst the 

busyness of life and focus on the promise of something greater. Each 

Sunday, a candle is lit on the Advent wreath, symbolizing hope, 

peace, joy, and love—reminders of the qualities that prepare our hearts 

for renewal. 

For many, this season offers a moment to reflect on the year gone by, 

to set aside past burdens, and to make space for what is to come. It’s 

a call to embrace spiritual preparation, but also to acknowledge the 

tangible ways we can bring light into the lives of others. Whether 

through acts of kindness, forgiveness, or generosity, Advent invites 

us to begin anew. 

New beginnings are a core theme of Advent. The birth of Christ, 

celebrated at Christmas, signifies the ultimate fresh start — a divine 

entry into the world to bring hope and salvation. But Advent also 

reminds us that new beginnings don’t always arrive with fanfare. They 

often come quietly, as small opportunities for growth, healing, or 

change. 
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In our personal lives, Advent can inspire us to think about our own 

"new beginnings." What have we longed to start or rekindle? How can 

we welcome hope into areas of life that feel stagnant or lost? This 

season provides the encouragement to trust that even the smallest 

steps can lead to transformation. 

As I was preparing and thinking about this season, a few simple 

practices to deepen your connection to Advent and its themes came 

to my mind: 

• Spend a few moments each day journaling about hope, 

gratitude, and your aspirations for the future. 

• Light a candle each week and focus on the associated theme 

— hope, peace, joy, or love. 

• Engage in acts of service, whether through volunteering, 

donating, or offering support to those in need. 

• Let go of unnecessary distractions to focus on what truly 

matters during this sacred time. 

• And as the year ends, consider how you want to begin the 

next. What priorities will guide you? 

So, Advent is not just a religious observance; it is the season leading 

up to Christmas, calls us Christians to a time of expectation, reflection, 

and preparation. Its message is one of hope, reminding believers of 

God’s faithfulness in the past and His promises for the future. 

Christmas marks the culmination of Advent and 

celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ — the incarnation of 

God’s love for humanity. 

The New Year is an opportunity to reflect on the past, embrace 

renewal, and look ahead with hope and trust in God. 

The seasons of Advent, Christmas, and New Year together present a 

journey of faith: 
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• Advent teaches us to hope and prepare for Christ’s coming. 

• Christmas reminds us to rejoice in God’s love and the gift of 

salvation. 

• The New Year inspires gratitude for the past and trust in the 

future. 

God is with us — past, present, and future. These seasons call us to 

live with hope, joy, and a commitment to renewal as we trust in His 

plans and promises. 

As we move through these seasons, may we embrace their call to 

pause, prepare, and begin anew—with hearts full of hope and lives 

illuminated by the light we create and share with others. 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a very happy, prosperous 

and blessed New Year 

Sohail, Machrina, Shameer, Abneer, Shaleem and Asha 

 

Deep Down Inside 

We know that the best gifts don’t come from catalogues or shops.  
They don’t come in brightly coloured packages or fancy envelopes 
and they’re not hiding in a cupboard for you to open on Christmas 
morning.  

The best gifts come from the heart.  They come when we look at each 
other, really look at each other and say: “You mean a lot to me” or “I’m 
so glad you are part of my life”. 

A gift like that will never go out of style or be forgotten or be returned 
for a different size.  A gift like that can make someone’s day, change 
someone’s life or even save a life. 

Ron Atchison 
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Prayers for our Fellowship and those we know 
 
Prayers can be for joy and sorrow, health and 
sickness, good news and bad in addition to those 
for our own needs and guidance. 
 
Please pray for all our fellowship as we live in these 
worrying times of financial worries and the war in 
Israel/Palestine/Lebanon and Ukraine/Russia. 
 
We keep in our thoughts any of our fellowship who are unwell, in 
hospital, undergoing surgery/treatment or having tests.  We pray for 
their return to good health. 
 
Please remember in your prayers those in our fellowship who mourn 
the loss of a loved one, especially at this festive time of year.  Give 
them peace of spirit and the knowledge that God hears all their 
prayers. 

Father, hear our prayers    Amen 
 

Our Prayers  
 
“Father I place into your hands the things that I can’t do”. 
 
It seems that there is now the prospect of peace between Israel and 
Hezbolla in Lebanon, but why did it need such death and destruction 
to make this come about? 
 
Perhaps we can see similarities around us every day.  The disrespect 
for life, for property, people’s opinions and feelings that leads to harm, 
injury and even death. 
 
Left to their own devices, leaders of nations will continue to disagree, 
even to the point of armed aggression so we cannot leave it to them. 
 
Remember that the principal message of our Faith is that of PEACE. 
 
So:-  “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me”. 

 
Always pray.  It’s the most powerful tool against worry, 

doubt and fear.  
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SECRETARY’S NOTEBOOK 
 
It’s hard to believe that another year has 
nearly passed. Indeed, so far as the church 
is concerned, the new liturgical year begins 
now, with the period of Advent. Years ago, 
the URC Vison4Life team produced some 
good resources and reflections, and I have 
asked the editors to include one of them 
once again and hope it is useful as we 

patiently wait to celebrate the birth of our Saviour. 
 
This year we also have some resources for you to take for family and 
friends, the Hope magazine and “Advent in a Bag” for housebound 
members and friends. We also have the URC Advent pack for children 
and families, which is being given out at our Fun Afternoon. I’m sure 
there will be some left over for you to take to any families you know. 
Let’s take advantage of the season to show that The Cornerstone is 
alive and active! 
 
Our Christmas card post box will be available from 1st to 
15th December for you to send cards to those who are 
expected to be in church up until 22nd. For everyone else 
please use Royal Mail. As ever our Treasurer will be glad to 
receive donations of the postage you have saved. 

 
On 8th December we will once again have the gift tree 
in lieu of a toy service. Please take the small bags 
provided for your cash gifts to support the Shoebury Ark 
project. The collection at the Christmas Eve Christingle 
service will, as is traditional, be for the Children’s 
Society, and if you wish to take a candle to fill with coins 
these are also available in the foyer. If you are not going 
to be present on either of these occasions, but wish to 

make a donation, this can be done by payment directly into our bank 
account with the reference field stating either “Shoebury Ark” or 
“Children’s Society” as appropriate. Thank you. 
 
On the first weekend in November, I attended the very first URC Youth 
and Children’s Workers’ Conference, which took place at Ripon 
College just outside Oxford. It was a weekend full of worship, 



 

8 

workshops and discussions and I came away with lots of information 
and goodies, which I have yet to find time to assimilate and consider 
how they will help resume our full programme of children and families 
work. Meanwhile, although we no longer have a formal Junior Church 
on Sundays, Mary and I - and Derek if there is someone else to cover 
the AV desk - remain ready and able to take children’s activities in the 
foyer and encourage those leading the main service to provide or 
suggest an activity on the theme of the day. Alternatively, we have a 
plethora of resources on the reception computer which can be 
accessed and printed at short notice as necessary. And for toddlers 
there are colouring books and crayons on the bookshelf at the back of 
the worship space, Bournemouth Park Road side. 
 
Round up of previous services: 
 
We welcomed our Minister back among us on 27th October, when he 
spoke on Psalm 90 and the eternal nature of God, in contrast to our 
fleeting human life and on the Parable of the Talents - a passage 
which although familiar can give us new insight every time we read it. 
On this occasion Sohail took it as investing for God, how we need to 
take a risk with the treasure that is our faith in Jesus. 
 
I was not present for the visit of Rev Celia Whitman on 3rd November 
who spoke on our love for and by God and each other that is shown 
by Jesus. 
 
10th November was our Church Parade for Remembrance Sunday. 
Roger led a drumhead service with participation from all sections of 
the Scout Group and officers. We heard reflections from participants 
in D-day, joined the nation at the Cenotaph for the two minutes’ 
silence, then heard the roll of honour, those from our church who lost 
their lives during the World Wars. Roger pointed out that we at The 
Cornerstone have an enduring connection with them, citing the 
example of Mayor Ewart-James who lost two sons in WW1 and 
another in WW2; there followed some fund raising for the Memorial 
Hall that was attached to Cliff Town Congregational Church, which is 
now part of The Cornerstone. So, as we honoured the war dead, we 
prayed and continue to pray for peace. 
 
On 17th November we had the long-awaited visit from the Synod 
Moderator, Rev Lythan Nevard who introduced two new hymns to us 
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(new words to familiar tunes) and led Holy Communion. Her message 
that God remains near to us even if we are not always aware, was 
timely at a period when we are experiencing smaller numbers at 
collective worship than pre-Covid days. 
 
By the time this piece goes to print, our Minister will have led our 
worship on 24th November, Christ The King Sunday, and we will have 
had our church meeting. 
 
Church Meeting Roundup: 
 
At the Church Meeting on 24th November 2024, Ruth Dixon and Victor 
Crowhurst were elected to serve the Church as Elders for a three year 
period from 1st January 2025. 
 
Our Minister is to make the long overdue visit to Pakistan on 4 th 
December to sort out family affairs and will be joined by the rest of the 
family later in the month, returning after Christmas. Machrina will 
remain a little longer for her mother’s 80th birthday celebrations. 
 
At the meeting Sohail gave notice that he has accepted a call to 
Orpington URC and will be leaving us towards the end of February. 
More news of this later. 
 
Finally, a word about our buildings which have stood up well with 
minimal touching up of paintwork so far. It is now time to repaint some 
areas and if you are able to help with that please do let me know. The 
more we can do ourselves the lower the cost of getting in a contractor! 
                                         

Ruth Dixon 
 
 
 

If you have the chance to 
make people happy, just 
do it.  Sometimes people 

are struggling silently. 
Maybe, your act of kindness 

can make their day. 
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WARM SPACE 
 

This winter our church will be offering a Warm Space. 
 
The Foyer area will be available every Monday from 6th January to 31st 
March 2025, 11.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m. 
 
Everyone is welcome to come and share a warm environment, save 
on your own energy bills!!! Have a chat, make new friends or even 
bring your friends with you! 
 
It will be very informal, with tea and coffee throughout and a light lunch 
of soup and rolls will be provided. 
 
Please have a word with Val and Nigel if more information is required. 
 

Toddlers 
 
We would like to thank everyone who 
helped us in any way to re-open our 
Toddlers on 2nd October 2024.  It was 
a good occasion and from eleven 

toddlers starting that day, we now have about nineteen.  Every adult 
takes their part in providing a very happy event, with various activities 
taking place.  This month we are going to learn about Christmas and 
take part in our own little Nativity, at the adults’ request.   
 
Everyone at Toddlers wishes the Church a very happy Christmas. 
 

Mary Goodhew 
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FAITH IN ACTION --- SEE BELOW 
 

 
 

Collection point – Grey trug at Reception Desk 
 
 

 
Collection Point – Blue trug at Reception Desk 

 

 
BIBLE STUDY 
 
We are taking a break in December but 
will resume our sessions at 7.00pm on 
Monday January 13th and then follow 
our usual pattern of meeting on the 

second and fourth Monday of each month. 
 
Our topic for study and discussion to start the New Year is yet to be 
finalised 
 
All are very welcome to join in person or on zoom.   
 
No need to speak if you feel more comfortable just listening. 
 

Please contact me if that would help. 
 

Michael 
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Your Christmas Greetings 

 
 

Ruth and Frank Dixon send greetings and best 
wishes for Christmas and 2025  
 
Eric and Pat Garrard would like to wish all 
members and friends of the Cornerstone a happy 
and blessed Christmas and a peaceful New Year.  

 
Trixie Davis sends you her greetings for Christmas and best wishes 
for the New Year. 
 
Stella Yates sends you her greetings and wishes for a 
peaceful Christmas. 
  
Nigel and Val Mead send Christmas greetings to you 
all and wish you a very happy and healthy 2025. 

 
Val Hayman wishes all her Fellowship Friends a 
very happy and healthy Christmas and many 
Blessings for 2025 
 
Paul Drage sends you his good wishes for 
Christmas and 2025. 

 
Alison Shannon sends good wishes to all at The Cornerstone at this 
very special time of Christmas, together with sincere hopes of peace 
and goodwill in 2025.  
 
Christmas blessings to you all, with love from Anne and Shawn 
Clarke. 
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Glynis Conway sends Season’s Greetings to you all 
and warm wishes for a good 2025. 
 
David and Maureen Stone would like to wish all our 
friends at The Cornerstone a very and Happy, 

Healthy and Joyous Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 
 
With every good wish at Christmas, from Pat Goodhew. 
 
With love and best wishes, for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year, from Mary & Clive. 
 
Joan Harvey sends her greetings to you all and misses those who 
can’t be with us. 
 

Janet Gooding sends her love and greetings from 
Mistley.  She does look forward to joining us for 
services online every Sunday.  She wishes all of 
her friends in The Cornerstone a very blessed and 
peaceful Christmas and for the coming New Year.   
She also adds her grateful thanks for being able to 

receive New Horizons every month. 
 
Monica and Vincent Aloi send their good wishes at this special time. 
 
Roger and Wendy Brett wish everyone a Christmas that is more 
‘Christ’ than anything else and remembering the story does not end 
with the babe, but something much darker and at the 
same time, much lighter for all of us. 
 
Alan and Carole Cornwall send you all their 
Christmas greetings. 
 
Brenda and Michael Wardle send good wishes and 
greetings to all. 
 
Warmest greetings to all our friends at The Cornerstone.  May you 
have a blessed Christmas and New Year filled with happiness and 
hope.  Love from Mike and Linda Mead  
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From all those who work with children 
and young people in our church, we 
would like to say ‘Merry Christmas to 
you all” 
 

 
This Christmas 

we pray that happiness 
be at your door. 

May it knock early, 
stay late 

and 
leave the gifts of 

peace, love, joy and 
good health behind 

 
The Mood of Christmas by Howard Thurman 

 
When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the Kings and Princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 
 
 The work of Christmas begins: 
  
 To find the lost, 
 To heal the broken, 
 To feed the hungry, 
 To release the prisoner, 
 To rebuild the nations, 
 To bring peace among people, 
 To make music in the heart. 
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AIMS 
 
To provide some thoughts about waiting during advent including 
stories, prayers and activities that fit with this theme 
 
INTRODUCTION: Waiting in Advent 
 
Our word Advent comes from the Latin adventus, which means 
‘coming’. In everyday thinking and speaking, it’s come to mean the 
arrival of an important person or thing. For us it’s the time before 
Christmas, but it really signifies a future that comes towards us as 
God’s gracious gift. 
 
Each Advent we need to reflect again on our experience of waiting, of 
waiting on God and of waiting for the coming of Jesus. Here are some 
ideas to help you to do that. 
 
Let me tell you (1) 
It was the night before Advent Sunday. I remember this because my 
birthday falls around this time of year. My daughter, then a toddler, 
had been rushed into hospital because she had developed a difficulty 
in walking. From being quite happy to toddler about everywhere and 
anywhere, she seemed to have decided she could no longer walk and 
was just sitting in her buggy, unwilling to get out. 
 
You might think this unremarkable, but I worked daily with children 
with developmental difficulties so perhaps I was a bit more tuned into 
the possibilities this might suggest. At the hospital she was 
immediately taken to have an MRI scan of her spine. I was told it 
would take at least one hour. I had to wait. I sat in a chair by the 
window. It was dark outside and inside the room seemed very hot. 
Butas I sat and waited I became aware of a cooling and calming 
feeling coming to me. ‘Be still in the presence of the Lord’ were the 
words that came into my mind. I waited and must have fallen asleep. 
Sometime after midnight the staff bought my daughter back from the 
scanner and talk me what they had found. She was treated in hospital 
for a few weeks and made a full recovery. 
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Let me tell you (2) 
 
The first time I kept a vigil in prayer for anyone it was the son of our 
minister. His parents had asked us all to pray with them on the night 
of his heart transplant. He was a young man with a young family. 
Without the heart transplant her was likely to die soon. Yet the 
operation itself was an ordeal requiring the skill and knowledge of a 
whole team of people as well as the consent of the heart donors that 
the heart of someone they loved should be used to give new life to 
someone else. The whole family had been waiting a long time for the 
operation to take place. Because I was away from home at the time of 
the operation I was unable to join physically the vigil they were 
keeping at their house. But at the time I got the phone call to say the 
operation was going ahead, I lit a candle in my room and placed it on 
a small table. I sat down beside this a in my prayer said the names of 
those I knew who were involved quietly and slowly, leaving space for 
those whose names I didn’t know.  
 
Those of us who took part in the vigil found it very moving. The father 
of the young man who received the transplant said that he had felt 
physically held by fact that we were all praying at the time. Although it 
took time for him to recover and return to his family the experience of 
taking part in the prayer vigil never left me. It is one of the things that 
I remember whenever I’m asked to prayer for others, particularly those 
who have long term health needs. I may be remembering their names 
in my prayers for many days, weeks or months, but I remember what 
this young man said about the sense of physical comfort that knowing 
he was being prayed for had bought to him, and I go on naming others 
in my prayers and waiting. 
 
About waiting 
 
Think about waiting. Read for yourself or share with others the ‘Let me 
tell you stories’. 
 
What experiences of waiting do you have to reflect on, or listen to 
others share their stories if you are in a group. 
 
There is something in this time about waiting: about being prepared, 
for something new, waiting for cards and presents, getting the house 
ready with decorations, trimming the tree, preparing the food, getting 
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everything ready. In nature too it’s a season of waiting. We look at 
creation in the autumn with all the amazing colours in nature’s palette 
at that time and then see the leaves gradually falling from the trees. 
But things are not dying but getting ready: waiting, beneath every 
falling leaf was a bud, ready, waiting, for new birth and new growth in 
the spring. Waiting can be exciting, draining, a challenge, a time of 
anticipation, a joy, a difficult thing to sustain. How would you describe 
different times of waiting? 
 
Waiting : 
 
waiting for a bus or a train, 
waiting for an appointment, 
waiting for an operation, 
waiting for an interview, 
waiting for birth, 
waiting for a special event, 
waiting for a special person, 
waiting for death. 
 
Waiting may feel different at different times in our lives. How has it 
changed for you in your lifetime? 
 
Waiting in the Bible 
 
Read Psalm 139 carefully. 
 
The psalm suggests that God has been waiting with us and for us for 
a long time. 
 
Can you think of some times in your life when you thought God was 
waiting with or for you? 
 
 

Sometimes God takes 
you on a journey you 

didn’t know you needed, 
to bring you everything 

you ever wanted. 
Trust the plan. 
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When you feel 
like you are 

drowning in life, 
don’t worry – 

your lifeguard 
walks on water 

 
 
A chuckle to warm the cockles of your heart: 
 

➢ I saw a man standing on just one leg at the ATM.  Confused, I 

asked him what he was doing.  He said, “I am just checking 

my balance”. 

➢ I’m so glad I was taught how to play the recorder at school.  It 

has come in really handy in adult life.  I’ve lost count of the 

times I’ve resolved a difficult situation with a quick blast of 

three blind mice! 

➢ When I was young, I was scared of the dark.  Now, when I see 

my electric bill, I’m scared of the lights. 

➢ What did Santa’s little helpers learn at school?  The Elfa-bet! 

➢ Managing your weight around the holidays just requires a little 

planning.  For example, I took the batteries out of my scales 

on the 1st December. 

➢ If you are struggling to think of what to get someone for 

Christmas, get them a fridge and watch their face light up when 

they open it. 

➢ First trip booked for 2025.  Hopefully off to Iceland in February.  

If that goes well, probably looking at Asda in March and Tesco 

in April. 

➢ Wishing you all a phosphorous and peas full 2025.    Regards, 

Autocorrect. 
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A very special letter to you all 
 

If you look for me at Christmas, 
You won’t need a special star. 

I’m no longer just in Bethlehem, 
I’m right there where you are. 

 
You may not be aware of Me, 

Amid the celebrations. 
You’ll have to look beyond the stores, 

And all the decorations. 
 

But if you take a moment, 
From your list of things to do, 

And listen to your heart, you’ll find 
I’m waiting there for you. 

 
You’re the one I want to be with, 
You’re the reason that I came. 

And you’ll find Me in the stillness, 
As I’m whispering your name. 

 
Love 
Jesus 
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The next Issue of New Horizons will be for  
February 2025!! 

 
Publication will be on Sunday February 2nd, and we 

please ask for your contributions by 9.00am on 

Thursday January 23rd. 

 

Any or all contributions are welcome.  We are sure you 

will have some stories to tell about Christmas and perhaps some 

memories that have been recalled which you would care to share. 

 

Thank you.    

 

Anne and Michael 

 
 
Proposed meeting dates 2025: 
 
 
January 2nd  Elders/M&M 
January 26th (Sunday)Church/Elders’ Induction 
February 6th  Elders/Property focus 
March  TBA  Elders   (Secretary absent from 23.2. to 15.3)  
April 3rd  Elders/M&M  
April 13th (Sunday) AGM  
May 1st  Elders/Property focus 
May 29th (Thursday) Church 
June 5th  Elders 
July 3rd   Elders/M&M 
July 24th (Thursday) Church 
August 7th  Elders/property focus (if required) 
September 5th  Elders 
September 25th (Thursday)   Church 
October 2nd  Elders/M&M 
November 6th  Elders 
November 23rd (Sunday)   Church/Elders’ Election 
December 4th  Elders  
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DIARY OF WORSHIP AND OTHER MATTERS AT THE 
CORNERSTONE 

 
December 
 
Sun 1st  10.30am Morning Worship 1st Advent Roger Brett 
  2.00pm-4.00pm         Advent Fun event 
Thu 5th  7.30pm Elders’ Meeting 
Sun 8th  10.30am Christmas Children & Youth Service 
     Leaders  
Sun 15th  10.30am Lessons & Carols Service John Amos 
Sun 22nd 10.30am Morning Worship (HC) Ruth Dixon 
Tue 24th  3.30pm Christingle Service Mary & friends 
Wed 25th  10.30am Christmas Day Service Roger Brett 
Sun 29th  10.30am Morning Worship Roger Brett 
January 2025 
 
Thu 2nd 7.30pm Elders & M&M Meeting 
Sun 5th  10.30am Morning Worship John Amos 
Mon 6th  11am-3pm Warm Space – Val & Nigel 
Wed 8th  09.15am Toddlers start 
Sun 12th  10.30am Morning Worship Our Minister 
Mon 6th  11am-3pm Warm Space – Val & Nigel  
Mon 13th  7pm Bible Study 
Sun 19th  10.30am Morning Worship Roger Brett 
Mon 6th  11am-3pm Warm Space – Val & Nigel 
Mon 27th 7pm Bible Study 
Sun 26th  10.30am Worship & Induction of Elders Our Minister 
Sun 26th  11.45am Church Meeting 
 
February 
 
Sun 2nd 10.30am  Morning Worship Rev Celia Whitman 
Thu 6th  10.30am Elders’ Meeting & Property 
 

May the tears you cried in 2024  
water the seeds 

 you’re planting in 2025.  
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Communion Offerings 
 

These collections are taken at the monthly Sunday 
Communion Service during the last hymn and are for 
local charitable organisations outside of The 
Cornerstone. 
 

Church Flowers 
 
The 2025 Flower List is on the 

noticeboard in the Foyer and if you would 

like to supply flowers for any Sunday in the 

future, please place your name on the list 

or contact Val.  She will be very happy to 

buy the flowers on your behalf and 

arrange them or alternatively, you are very 

welcome to do your own arrangement. 

 
December 
   
  15th  Stella and John Duboux 
  22nd  Ruth and Frank Dixon 
  29th  Ruth and Frank Dixon 
 
 

Someone you know is preparing 
for their first Christmas without 

their husband, wife, mother, father, 
brother, sister, daughter or son. 

Others are preparing for their last. 
Regardless of the specifics, remember 

that this season of joy is often 
times a season of sorrow for many. 

Be kind, be generous, give love, 
give help; if nothing else, just don’t 

give people a hard time. 
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Volunteers are always welcome 

 
Sunday Coffee/Tea Rota 

 
Dec  1st Anne Clarke and Val Mead 
 8th Anne Clarke and Val Mead 
  15th Anne Clarke and Val Mead  
  22nd Sandra Russ 
 29th Joan Harvey and Brenda Kemp 

2025 
Jan 5th Anne Clarke and Val Mead 
 12th Anne Clarke and Val Mead 
 19th Sandra Russ 
 26th Anne Clarke and Val Mead 
 
Feb 2nd Anne Clarke and Val Mead 
 9th Anne Clarke and Val Mead 
 

Tuesday mornings  “Drop in” 
 
Dec 3rd Stella Duboux   
 10th Wendy Brett and Val Mead 
 17th See below 
 24th No coffee today as we prepare. 
 31st No coffee today as we recover! 
 
2025 
Jan 7th Stella Duboux   
 14th Wendy Brett and Val Mead 
 21st See below 
 28th Carol Smith and Pat Pates  
 
Feb 4th Stella Duboux   
 11th Wendy Brett and Val Mead 
 18th See below 
 25th Carol Smith and Pat Pates  
  
On the Tuesdays that are in red type, someone will set up in the 
servery and we shall then rely on you to help yourself and perhaps 
assist others if you feel able.  Thank you.  
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WHO TO CONTACT 
 

Minister and Pastor 

Rev Sohail Ejaz MA   

(01702) 580879       tcsscp@yahoo.co.uk 

Secretary  Ruth Dixon (01702) 464186 

Treasurer Elizabeth Helm     07973 199759 

Envelopes Ann Blackwell    07753 348856 

C’Stone Toddlers Mary Goodhew (01702) 467512 

Scout Group Lorna Skippon (01702) 477309 

Use of Premises Roger Brett (01702) 479874 

Flower arranging Val Mead (01702) 296189 

Editorial Team Anne Clarke  (01702) 293102 

 af.clarke52@gmail.com  

 Michael Wardle (01702) 613840 

 mjb23wardle@btinternet.com 

 

Please remember that your Elders are ordained 

to give pastoral care to members, friends and anyone in need. 

 

 

We do offer Christian Marriage, Baptisms and Funerals so please talk 

to the Secretary or any Elder if you feel that we can help.  


