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WORSHIP AND ACTION

Sunday 10.30 am Morning Worship and Junior Church.
Holy Communion is celebrated during Worship on
the 4" Sunday

Coffee and tea will be served after Morning Worship
Please stay to talk with each other in an informal atmosphere.

Tuesdays at 11.30 am Is a special Time of Prayer together for: the
Fellowship, those with special needs, our neighbours, and our worldwide
Christian Family. All are welcome to join with us.

Church Meetings are held on alternate months. It is the decision of the
Church Meeting that they shall be held after Sunday Morning Worship
during the winter but revert to Thursdays at 7.30pm in the summer. This
may change so the actual dates and times will be published in this
magazine and announced in Church.

What's on in the week

Tues  10.00 am THE HUB
Starting with Tea and Coffee in the Foyer
11.30 am Followed by Prayer Meeting
with fellowship and activities
on 1stand 3™ Tuesdays or as announced.

Wed 9.15am-11.15am The Cornerstone Toddlers
during Term Time.

Thurs 6.00 pm Beaver Scouts and Cub Scouts
7.45 - 9.15pm Scouts
Thurs 7.30 pm Elders’ Meeting (1% Thursday)

We do offer Christian Marriage, Baptisms and Funerals so please talk to
the Secretary or any Elder if you feel that we can help.

Little Turtles Pre-School meets on Monday to Friday from 9.00 am
during term time. Please contact the Church Secretary for details.



Letter of Reflections

Doesn't life change, seemingly, suddenly?

We were quite happily continuing the life of our
church in all its various facets, then, out of the
blue, we hear our minister is leaving for a new
pastorate in Kent.

Various feelings were felt when the announcement was made,
disappointment, worry for the future, concern about who will lead our
services and many others which we know nothing about.

| thought to myself, that was a bit sudden as | hadn’t realised Sohail
was looking for another position. However, life carries on in all
circumstances, be they good and comfortable or bad, with many
complications.

| believe this was meant to happen, as we were jogging along quite
nicely ‘thank you very much’. Although there were and are problems,
we were quite comfortably carrying on our ministry in Southend
without thinking too much about our future or where we might be in a
few years’ time.

Quite recently, we have had discussions about and been talking with,
two people who believe they have a calling to help our church grow
and thrive in the future, to encourage younger generations, to
‘advertise’ the church on social media using various methods and
hoping to organise some events which may attract people to come to
worship and be with us, as we try to be witnesses for Jesus and all he
stands for.

| have to say | have reservations about certain aspects but then | am
rather a stick-in-the-mud about change and new ideas and visions; if
| am comfortable, then | wish to remain so!

| believe, though, that change can sometimes be a good thing, it
brings new people into our lives to help and inspire us to be a better
person (and | certainly need that), it introduces us to ideas about



which we had not considered to be realistic, it also can lead to a more
comfortable life then we currently live.

When you consider the lives of the first disciples, how they lived, how
they were chosen, how they were treated by others during their
ministries, | sometimes feel ashamed of the way | live. We should all
be striving to be better people and be trying, at least to some degree,
to influence others to live a life in a similar way to the first disciples.

We should let ourselves feel inspired by our two new friends (see
more below) who have entered into our lives, so that we can help and
encourage others to love and serve Our Lord.
Let us put our pride (well, mine anyway) aside and embrace change
and newness and different as we go, together, to spread the Word
and the Love with which we are blessed.

May God’s blessing be with you.

Clive

Our two new friends - Daniel and Rachel Williams.

A time for excitement!

Daniel and Rachel told us at our last Church Meeting that they feel
called by God to join us at The Cornerstone to help with our Ministry
and Mission. Later they met with the Elders, and others, so that we
might learn more about each other and how this could work.

So, to keep all informed, an information sheet was prepared and if you
have not already had a copy, Val Mead and Ann Blackwell will be only
too pleased to let you have one.

NEW HORIZONS is the title of our magazine
and we can see more NEW HORIZONS on this page!



Now for some goodbyes after fifteen years with other friends.

On Sunday February 23", we said farewell to our Minster of fifteen
years Rev Sohail Ejaz MA, and to his wife and family who are moving
to Orpington United Reformed Church. Our Morning Worship
included Holy Communion and a liturgy when we released Sohail as
our Minister and he similarly released himself as our servant.

There followed a buffet lunch and some speeches, together with a
sum of money that Sohail will donate to a charity that provides free
education where the state does not.

Below is his farewell speech to the church for those who were unable
to be there or for those who were, to refresh their memory

Dear Brothers and Sisters. A reflection on my journey with you all.

As | stand before you today, my heart brims with a mixture of
emotions. It is never easy to bid farewell to a community that has
become like family over the years. My journey with you has been one
of profound growth and transformation, both spiritually and personally.
When we first arrived here as a young family, we were welcomed with
open arms and hearts full of warmth. Together, we have shared
countless moments of joy and celebration. From the joyous weddings
where we witnessed the union of love, to the baptisms that marked
the beginning of new spiritual journeys, and the heartfelt prayers that
have bound us in unity, each of these experiences has left an indelible
mark on my soul.

However, our path together has not always been smooth. We have
faced our share of challenges and difficult years that tested our faith
and resilience. There were times when the road seemed tough, and
the burdens heavy. We confronted trials that sometimes seemed
insurmountable, but through it all, we stood together, finding strength
in our unity and unwavering belief.



In our journey, we encountered strong personalities within the church,
and yes, there were moments of conflict. The differences in opinions
and perspectives often led to passionate debates. Yet, from these
very conflicts, we emerged stronger, learning the virtues of patience,
understanding, and forgiveness. We grew to appreciate the diverse
tapestry of thoughts that make our community so unique.

As | prepare to move on, my heart is filled with immense gratitude for
each one of you. | have been deeply humbled by your support, your
kindness, and the love with which you have embraced me. My tenure
here is not just a chapter in my life; it is a testament to the power of a
united congregation bound by faith and love.

Looking ahead, | am filled with hope and encouragement for the future
of this church. You are a congregation of immense potential, and |
know that great things lie ahead. Continue to support one another,
uplift those in need, and remain steadfast in your faith. Embrace the
new leadership with the same open-heartedness and willingness to
grow that you have shown me.

Remember, it is in our togetherness that we find strength. It is in our
diversity that we find wisdom. And it is in our faith that we find the
courage to face any challenge that comes our way.

| would like to thank my family, especially Machrina who stood beside
me through thick and thin. Also my children, Shameer, Abneer,
Shaleem and Asha for supporting me. There were times when
probably they felt Dad was giving more time to his pastorate. Thank
you, from the bottom of my heart, for allowing me to be a part of your
lives. It has been an honour and a privilege to serve as your minister.
| will carry the memories and lessons of this time with me always.

May the grace of God continue to bless and guide you.
With heartfelt gratitude and love,
Reverend Sohail Ejaz



Prayers for our Fellowship and those we know

Prayers can be for joy and sorrow, health and
sickness, good news and bad in addition to those
for our own needs and guidance.

Please pray for all our fellowship as we live in these
worrying times of financial worries and the war in
Israel/Palestine/Lebanon and Ukraine/Russia.

We keep in our thoughts any of our fellowship who are unwell, in
hospital, undergoing surgery/treatment or having tests. We pray for
their return to good health.

We will be keeping in our prayers Sohail, Machrina and the family as
he begins his new pastorate in Orpington.

Please remember in your prayers those in our fellowship who mourn
the loss of a loved one, we especially remember in our prayers the
family and friends of Rob Milbourn, whose funeral takes place this
month. Give them peace of spirit and the knowledge that God hears
all their prayers.

Father, hear our prayers Amen

Prayers and thoughts for ourselves and others

We complain about the state of this world, its problems, its peoples
and its leaders.

But it is our world, and we need to take on the responsibility to make
it better, but you ask "How can 1?”

No doubt the early Christians asked the same question, but the Good
News that Jesus brought convinced them to be peacemakers, Good
Samaritans and to love one another regardless of origin, status or
wealth.

Do not be afraid to say you are a Christian, it's no use hiding your light
under a bushel. But say it with humility and show it with service!



BIBLE STUDY

We are still struggling with the
technology but hope to have it resolved
soon so that we can have the mixture
of in person and on-line as usual.

We shall do our utmost to meet on Monday 10" and 24" March and |
will email our usual group as soon as possible.

Any offers to lead or suggest a topic please?

Please contact me if that would help. Details on back page of the
magazine.

Michael W

The following piece is from a previous New Horizons magazine (2009)
and | thought it warranted a repeat for this year’s Lenten period. Anne

DON'T TEMPT ME

Luke 4:1-2 |

‘Jesus was led by the Spirit through the
wilderness, being tempted there by the
devil for forty days.’

The way we react to Christ’'s temptations says a lot about the type of
faith we have. Some of us have a tendency to play down Satan’s
influence on Jesus and think that there never was any chance of him
giving in to the devil. We think of him first and foremost as divine and
therefore as incapable of sin. Of course, if this were true then the
temptations would be nothing but a joke. They would simply be a nice
little story written to show how good Jesus really is. The encounter
between Jesus and Satan would be no more than play-acting - nothing
more than a joke to make us feel good.



Jesus had to have a real choice otherwise his rejection of Satan was
empty and without meaning. He had to know what it was like to be
tempted at his roots in order to know what every human being faces
when sin knocks at the door.

The three temptations which Jesus had might at first seem strange
and remote to us. Not many of us would be tempted to talk to a stone,
bow down before the devil or jump off a high building. Yet these sum
up all that we are tempted to in our modern world.

Turning a stone into bread is about the greed of possession, it's about
wanting something for nothing, about wanting more than the person
next door, or even about owning people. It's about surrounding
ourselves with things, about never being satisfied, about seeing life
only in material terms.

Owning all the kingdoms of the world is the second temptation. It's
easy to see our own attempts, a power and control reflected here.
Jesus was resisting the chance to lord it over overs, to manipulate
people and circumstances. We find it hard not to want others to fit in
with our plans, to exercise power, to control things so that they go our
way.

Jumping from the top of the Temple invites us to be more than we
really are. It's an invitation to give ourselves a status that we do not
have and an ambition which is simply self-seeking. It's about our
reputation, about unreality and being the sort of people who are not
subject to the same rules as everyone else.

Lent will find us, like Jesus, facing these three temptations in their
many different guises. We can pretend that they are not really
important - some old story from the Bible - or we can look them straight
in the eye.

We have forty days to make our minds up.
Always pray. It's the

most powerful tool
against worry, doubt and fear.



Good Advice

Many folk want to serve God but only as advisors.

The good Lord didn’t create anything without a purpose but
mosquitoes come close.

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.
If God is your co-pilot - swap seats!
Don’t give God instructions, just report for duty!

God put me on earth to accomplish a certain number of things.
Right now, | am so far behind, | will never die!

You can’t always have a good day but you can always face a
bad day with a good attitude.

The world is full of good people. If you can’t find one, be one.
Don't offer a lecture to a person who needs a hug.

Always pray. It's the most powerful tool against worry, doubt
and fear.

The only person you should try to be better than is the person
you were yesterday.

Do your best and leave the rest to God.

Always pray to have eyes
that see the best in people,
a heart that forgives the worst,
a mind that forgets the bad
and a soul that
never loses faith in God
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FAITH IN ACTION --- SEE BELOW

HARP

Southend’s Homeless Charity

Collection point - Grey trug at Reception Desk

Collection Point - Blue trug at Reception Desk

FACTS ABOUT RUBBISH COLLECTION

1.

Discovering that there is a no more effective alarm clock than a bin
lorry’s air brakes two doors down.

Knowing that if you decide on a whim to put out the wrong colour
bin, you’d make an entire street question their sanity. Now that’s
power!

. Showing enormous levels of grace and courtesy by dragging your

neighbour’s empty bin a few centimetres in the general direction of
their house.

Wondering why no-one’s ever written a horror story about the
scariest prospect of all: missing the first collection day after the
Christmas break.

Refusing to accept that your bin has really been emptied - even
though (a) it weighs much less than it did and (b) it's in the middle
of the road - until you’ve had a sneaky peek inside.
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From History to 2015 Musical on
Broadway

Alexander Hamilton was born in Nevis in the West

Indies in 1775. His mother, Rachel Lavine, was the

daughter of a Huguenot physician. His father, James
Alexander, not married to his mother, but very much the family man,
was a trader hence the birth place. Home in Scotland was in
Cambuskeith Ayrshire, where James was the Laird.

Childhood for Alexander was brought to an abrupt stop when his
father left home when Alexander was ten, and didn't return. A year
later the young boy started work as a trainee clerk for some American
merchants in St. Croix. Tragedy hit two years later when his mother
died and Alexander was taken in to live with relatives of his mother.

He was a very clever boy and excelled at bookkeeping and all aspects
of management. He went to Kings College, New York, now Columbia
University, to study law and one of his defence jobs was to be on the
public defence team in the Boston Tea Party case when the revolt
against the tea tax led to the colonists destroying the cargoes of tea.
He wrote several pamphlets supporting non-importation of British
products.

When he got involved with the American Revolution, he was the
master of his own company and a captain in the artillery. He was
instrumental in preventing an attack on George Washington who
recognised his bravery by making him an aide de camp and raised
him to lieutenant colonel in rank.

He served with Washington for four years, became a general and with
his fluent French acted as a liaison officer between Washington and
the French commanders.

He married one Elizabeth Schuyler, from one of New York’s most
illustrious families at the time. He wanted an active role in
Washington's Army but it was refused and in 1781 James broke away
from the leader. Later he went back to service, was given charge of a
full battalion and led a rout on a British stronghold at Yorktown where
the British surrendered.

12



Alexander is said to be a father founder of America, now known as the
United States. He helped draft the first Constitution and was First
Secretary to the Treasury, forming the financial system still used in
the states today. He modelled the system on the one used by the
Bank of England, holding government bonds and funds, issuing loans
to promote growth.

After leaving office in 1794 he stayed close to Washington and helped
him to write his famous speech to the nation. Alexander's contribution
to the finance system is recognised with his portrait on the ten dollar
bill.

His death was as the result of a mortal injury in a duel. When
Jefferson became President, a local paper reporter said Alexander
had slandered one of the candidates, Aaron Burr. The said Burr
challenged Alexander to a duel at a private dinner. On July 11th 1804
Alexander was injured in the ensuing duel and died from his wounds
the next day.

Elizabeth survived her husband by fifty years, dying in 1854.

The Tony award-winning musical, Hamilton, has
brought new prominence to Alexander's life. The
musical is based on the book by Ron Cherrow and
had its Broadway premier opening in 2015. |t
opened in London in 2017, and has been open
since to rave reviews.

It follows the life of the hero from his early hard life through the early
years of his marriage, when Elizabeth asks him to slow down his
political life, which was to have such an abrupt sad end.

The content of Cherrow's book was very well researched for factual
accuracy but some licence was taken by Lin Manuel Miranda, when
he adapted the book for the stage.

The overall result has been hailed as a resounding success.

Alison Shannon
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FOR THE LOVE OF MOTHERS

You are not ‘just a mum’.

You are the keeper of bedtime stories & the voice that calms their
fears in the dark.

You are the chef that turns chicken nuggets into love on a plate. The
healer of scraped knees and broken hearts. The teacher, answering
endless questions about the world.

You are the cheerleader who believes in them when no-one else
does. The safe place they run to in an ever-changing world. The artist
who turns their scribbles into masterpieces.

The protector of their dreams and the reminder that they can do
anything.

You are their first example, the voice they will carry in their heart long
after they’ve grown.

You are their first love, their biggest hero - everything they need in one
incredible person.

You are SO much more than ‘just a mum’
A fact of life

You can have a good morning or you can get your children to school
on time but you can’t have both!!
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A Mother is always a Mother.
She never stops worrying about her children,
even when they’ve grown up and
have children of their own.

GRANDMOTHER:
Is a little bit parent,
a little bit best friend
and
a little bit partner in crime.

XXXXXX

Every grandchild is a star in the constellation of a grandparent’s
universe.
XXXXXX

Happiness is when
your grandchild
comes and hugs you
just because.

Happy Mothering Sunday
to all the
Mothers and Mothering roll models
who have and still are influencing our lives.
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A person’s most
beautiful asset
Is not a head full of
knowledge but a heart
full of love, an ear ready
to listen and a hand
willing to help others

Chuckle Time

>

My doctor told me I've contracted a rare disease, when | asked
him how rare, he said “You get to name it”!

| heard on the news today that the government are taking 1p
off petrol. | don’t think ‘etrol’ sounds right!

My doctor told me | need to exercise more, does wandering
down Memory Lane count?

It's six months since | joined the gym and no progress. I'm
going there in person tomorrow, to find out what’s really going
on.

The gap between the rungs on a ladder has increased
because people have become taller. It's officially known as
climb it change!

Sometimes | wonder what happened to the people who asked
me for directions.

Life is the most difficult
exam. Many people fail
because they try to copy
others, not realizing that
everyone has a different

question paper!
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March

Sun
Mon
Sat

Sun
Mon

Sun

Mon
Tue
Sun
Mon

Sun

April

Wed
Thu
Sun
Sun

Sun
Mon
Wed

Thu
Fri
Sun

Sun

DIARY OF WORSHIP AND OTHER ACTIVITIES AT THE

CORNERSTONE
2 10.30am  Morning Worship John Amos
3 11am to 3pm Warm Space - Val & Nigel
8" 10.30am  Synod Meeting in Colchester
9" 10.30am  Parade Service Mary (& Clive)
10" 11am to 3pm Warm Space - Val & Nigel
7pm Bible Study
16" 10.30am Morning Worship (HC) Induction of Elders
Rev Celia Whitman
17" 11am to 3pm Warm Space - Val & Nigel
18" 7.30pm  Elders Meeting
23 10.30am  Morning Worship Songs of Praise
24" 11am to 3pm Warm Space - Val & Nigel
7.00pm Bible Study
30" 10.30am  Morning Worship for Mothering Sunday
Roger Brett
2" 9.15am  Toddlers break up for Easter
3d  7.30pm  Elders’ meeting
6" 10.30am  Morning Worship Roger Brett
13" 10.30am  Morning Worship (Palm) John Amos
13" 12.00pm  Church AGM
14" 7pm Bible Study
16" 2pm to 4pm Easter Fun Day
EASTER WEEK
17" 7.30pm  Taize Worship (HC) Nigel & Val Mead
18™ 10.30am  Good Friday Worship Roger Brett
20" 10.30am  Easter Sunday Worship (HC) Roger Brett
27" 10.30am  Morning Worship Neil Keeble
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Communion Offerings

These collections are taken at the monthly Sunday
Communion Service during the last hymn and are for
local charitable organisations outside of The
Cornerstone.

Church Flowers

The 2025 Flower List is on the
noticeboard in the Foyer and if you would
like to supply flowers for any Sunday in the
future, please place your name on the list
or contact Val. She will be very happy to
buy the flowers on your behalf and
arrange them or alternatively, you are very
welcome to do your own arrangement.

The next Issue of New Horizons will be for
April 2025

Publication will be on Sunday April 6th, and we please
ask for your contributions by 9.00am on Thursday

We always welcome news, views, ideas and anything
else that you feel would help others to live a Christian life of love that
they seek to share with all.

Thank you.

Anne and Michael
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Sunday Coffee/Tea Rota

Mar 2" Anne Clarke and Val Mead

gth Sandra Russ
16" Anne Clarke and Val Mead o
23 Sandra Russ P
30"  Joan Harvey and Brenda Kemp | @@

-

6t Anne Clarke and Val Mead
13t Sandra Russ
201 Anne Clarke and Val Mead

g

We are very appreciative of those who serve us after morning worship,
but if anyone is available to help even on the occasional day, that
would ease the load on our regulars
Please have a word with Michael if you can help. Thank you

Tuesday mornings “Drop in”

ar 4t Stella Duboux (Shrove Tuesday)
11" Wendy Brett and Val Mead

18" See below

25" Carol Smith and Pat Pates

Apr 1st Stella Duboux
8" Wendy Brett and Val Mead

On the Tuesdays that are in red type, someone will set up in the

servery and we shall then rely on you to help yourself and perhaps
assist others if you feel able. Thank you.

SPRING FORWARD DO NOT FORGET

The clocks go forward on March 30™. If you
forget, by the time you get to Church, we may
#4 all be getting ready to go home or you could join
/=< us for coffee!!
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WHO TO CONTACT

Minister and Pastor
This post is vacant so please contact the Secretary or any Elder for
the time being.

Secretary
Treasurer

Envelopes

C’Stone Toddlers

Scout Group
Use of Premises

Flower arranging

Editorial Team

Ruth Dixon
Elizabeth Helm
Ann Blackwell
Mary Goodhew
Lorna Skippon
Roger Brett

Val Mead

Anne Clarke

(01702) 464186
07973 199759
07753 348856

(01702) 467512

(01702) 477309

(01702) 479874

(01702) 296189

(01702) 293102

af.clarke52@gmail.com
Michael Wardle (01702) 613840

mjb23wardle@btinternet.com

Please remember that your Elders are ordained
to give pastoral care to members, friends and anyone in need.

We do offer Christian Marriage, Baptisms and Funerals so please talk
to the Secretary or any Elder if you feel that we can help.
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